
College-Planning Calendar 
Senior Year  

August 

 Meet with your counselor to discuss your final college list and discuss application 

deadlines. Make sure you have included “safe”, “reach”, and “realistic” schools. 

 Provide your counselor with a list of all schools to which you will apply, what forms they 

must complete, and the application deadline. 

 If you are considering playing sports in college, make sure you have registered with the 

NCAA Eligibility Center (www.eligibilitycenter.org). 

September 

 Take every opportunity to get to know colleges: meeting with college representatives 

who visit your high school during the fall, attending local college fairs, etc. 

 Check you school’s Scholarship Notebook. Copies are available in the College & Career 

Center, in the main office, and in the office of the senior guidance counselor. It may also 

be viewed on the College and Career page of the school’s website. 

 Create a file for each college to which you will apply. Include a list of what is necessary 

for a complete application, cost of application, deadlines and any other important 

information.  

 Inform your counselor, at least one month in advance, about any Secondary School 

Reports (a part of many applications which counselors must complete) and Mid-Year 

Reports; let them know if they can complete this online or whether a printed hard copy 

is necessary. If forms are required, print them and submit them to your counselor. 

 Don’t forget to fill out a transcript request for each school to which you are applying 

and submit them to the registrar in the counseling office or to the college and career 

coordinator. 

 Ask teachers who know you well and with whom you have a good relationship to write a 

letter of recommendation, (if required by the college). Again, let them know if they may 

complete this online or provide them with the proper request form, your résumé and an 

envelope addressed to the college with postage included. 

 Find out from the colleges to which you are applying whether a separate application is 

required for Financial Aid/Scholarships. Some schools automatically consider you when 

you apply, however, some schools require a separate application. 

 If required by the colleges, file the CSS Financial Aid Profile online at 

www.collegeboard.com. 

October 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


 Attend the Smoky Mountain Regional College Fair. 

 Finalize your college essays. 

 Continue to check the Scholarships listed in the Scholarship Notebook and online at your 

school’s website. 

November 

 Finalize and send any early decision or early action applications due this month. Have a 

parent, teacher, or counselor review the application before it is submitted. Always keep 

a hard copy of any application submitted electronically or through the mail. 

 Every college will require a copy of your high school transcript. Follow your school’s 

procedure for sending transcripts.  

 Make sure your ACT/SAT scores have been sent to colleges directly from the testing 

company. 

December 

 Attend the Financial Aid Workshop held at your school. Request a pin number for you 

and one parent (www.fafsa.ed.gov); this will become your electronic signature on your 

FAFSA. 

 Your goal should be to have all applications complete by the end of the first semester. 

January 

 Seniors and families can begin filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) at midnight on January 1 at www.fafsa.ed.gov. You may use the previous year’s 

taxes to complete the report; just be sure to go back and update when you do the 

current year’s taxes. 

 Complete the CSS profile (if required) at www.collegeboard.com 

 In order to qualify for the HOPE Lottery Scholarship, you must complete the FAFSA. 

 Remind your counselor if colleges to which you have applied require a mid-year report. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


 April 1-many of you may have received notification of acceptance prior to this date, 

however, this is the common final notification date for colleges. 

 Make your final college choice after you receive your acceptances. Decline any offers of 

admission in writing so that colleges may admit other qualified candidates. 

 If you are “wait listed” by a college you really want to attend, visit, call and write the 

admissions office to make your interest clear. Ask how you can strengthen your 

application. 

May 

 May 1-this is the deadline for you to notify colleges of your final decision. Place only one 

deposit at a college. To submit more than one deposit at a college/university is 

considered unethical.  

 Remember to accept financial aid offers and follow the instructions given. 

 Make sure you have submitted the senior survey including the final transcript request. 

The senior survey gives us information regarding scholarships you have received and 

which college you will be attending.  We must send a final transcript to the school you 

are attending so it is critical that you complete the final transcript request. 

 Happy Graduation! 

 


